Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church

210 S Wesley STREET- Indianola, IA 50125
Weekend Mass Saturday 4:30 pm, 800 am, 1015 am, & Noon Sundays

Sunday 800 am at Immaculate Conception-St Mary's
Tuesday- 600 pm mass
Daily Mass. WEDNESDAY-Friday 8:00 am
Ist Tuesday of the Month at Good Samaritan Nursing Home 930 am

St Thomas Aquinas Staff & Committees
Pastor Fr. Chris Fontanini 96
Deacon Dave ['Brien 96
Business Manager Leasa Garrett 96
Director of Religious Education JoAnn Sayre 96
Youth Minister (STAT)
Assistant Director of Religious Ed  Elizabeth Williams
Maintenance: Jack Slinker/Steve Garrett
Chaplain to Nursing Homes: Call the office
Trustees: Johna Clancy / Tim Gauger
Pastoral Council, Chair: Mimi Kelly
Social Concerns: Kris Gross
Creation Care Team: Rita Bresnan
Altar & Rosary (STARS): Kassi Hoxmeier
Caring Hands, Pastoral Care: Nancy Cambron
Parish Relations: Allison Carr
Worship/Liturgy: Joyce DeGroote
Hall Committee: Cathy Krapfl, Kristen Hanes,
Kevin Parker and Leasa Garrett
Buildings and Grounds Chair: Bob Ormshy
Knights of Columbus: Brian Hoxmeier
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961-3026
961-3026
961-3026
321-4286
210-0169
783-0643
308-991-7927
240-5227
720-683-8355
783-3890

Koc.Indianola@gmail.com

ROSARY: Please join us in praying the rosary every Tuesday evening
starting at 6:30pm in the church as we pray for peace, families and your special

intentions. Also Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings the rosary is
prayed at 7:40am.

Sacrament of Reconciliation will be by appointment ONLY at this time.
Please call the office to schedule an appointment.

Liturgy of Baptism: Parents are requested to call the Parish Office to ar-
range for pre-baptism sessions and must be registered with the church, one spon-
sor must be Catholic.

Liturgy of Marriage: Call at least 6 months in advance to make arrange-
ments. Pre-Marriage Program is required.

Prayer Chain: Our parish has a prayer chain for special intentions. Re-
quests can be for a anyone in need.

Prayer requests call Kris Gross 210-0169, Jackie Ward 515-250-7385 or Debbie
McDaniel 240-2029

Care of the Sick & Shut-ins: Call to request the Sacrament of the Sick, the
Eucharist or to be placed on the Prayer Chain.

Newcomers/Addresses: Register in person; call the Office for Appointment.
Change of Address: Notify the office when you change your address.

May 29
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
61: Acts 7:55-60 Ps 97:1-2, 6-7, 9 Rv 22:12-14, 16-17, 20
Jn 17:20-26
8:00 am Public Mass Immaculate—Jim Brommel
8:00 am Mass at St. Thomas-James Connolly
10:15 am Mass at St. Thomas—Gary & Vivian Elbert
12:00 Noon Mass at St Thomas— Ruben Braddock

May 30
EASTER WEEKDAY

297: Acts 19:1-8  Ps 68:2-3b, 4-5acd, 6-7b  Jn 16:29-33
No 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Thomas
6:30 pm Rosary at Immaculate

May 31
THE VISITATION OF MARY
572: Zep 3:14-18a/Rom 12:9-16 (Ps) 1s12:2-3, 4bcd,5-6 Lk 1:39-56
6:00 pm Mass at St Thomas—Loretta Petersen
6:30 pm Rosary at St. Thomas

June 1
SAINT JUSTIN

299: Acts 20:28-38  Ps 68:29-30, 33-36b  Jn 17:11b-19
see 574:1Cor 1:18-25 Mt 5:13-19
8:00 am Mass at St Thomas—For the sick of the parish

June 2
EASTER WEEKDAY

300: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11  Ps 16:1-2a,5, 7-11  Jn 17:20-26
8:00 am Mass at St. Thomas—Beverly Krier

June 3
SAINT CHARLES LWANGA & COMPANIONS

301: Acts 25:13b-21  Ps 103:1-2, 11-12,19-20b  Jn 21:15-19
see 576:2 Mc 7:1-2,9-14 Mt5:1-12a
8:00 am Mass at St. Thomas-Ralph & Bea Johnson

June 4
EASTER WEEKDAY
302: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31 Ps 11:4-5,7 Jn 21:20-25
3:30-4:15 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation at St Thomas
4:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas— Charles & Dorothy Hastie

June 5
PENTECOST SUNDAY
63: Acts 2:1-11  Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31,34 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12
-13 or Rom 8:8-17  Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26
8:00 am Public Mass Immaculate—Bud Wattonville
8:00 am Mass at St. Thomas-Claire Wiedmaier
10:15 am Mass at St. Thomas—Marcus Gross
12:00 Noon Mass at St Thomas— Pauline Braddock

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. -4:00 p.m. Closed for lunch Monday-Friday (12 p.m.— 1 p.m.)

Parish Office: 961-3026 Rectory Phone 962-2063

Website: stthomasindianola.com

Facebook: St. Thomas Church, Indianola IA




PASTORS REPORT

Dear Parishioners:

We celebrate the Feast of the Ascension. This feast speaks
about Christ completing the work of our redemption forty
days after his resurrection from the dead.. Although there is
no documented evidence of this feast prior to the fifth cen-
tury, St. Augustine, fourth and fifth century church father,
spoke of its observance long before his time. We see this
feast mentioned in the writings of St. John Chrysostum, St.
Gregory of Nyssa, and the Constitution of the Apostles. In
the Eastern Church, this feast was known as analepsis or
the taking up and also as episozomene, the salvation,
meaning that by ascending into His glory, Christ completed
the work of our redemption. In the West, ascensio signify
that Christ was raised up by HIs own powers. Tradition
designates Mount Olivet near Bethany as the place where
Christ left the earth. This feast falls on a Thursday, yet has
been moved to Sunday in recent years. Some of the east-
ern United States archdioceses and dioceses and the Arch-
diocese of Omaha still retain Thursday or Ascension Thurs-
day as many of us who grew up had known this feast.
(Source: New Advent)

We might ask: What are the ramifications for the Feast of
the Ascension or what does it all entail?

Good question. First, Jesus tells us that it is good for Him
to leave in order to send the Holy Spirit, who will guide us
back to God. Second, Jesus promised us he would not
leave us orphans and he does not by sending us the Spirit,
who is all present and in the Eucharist. He is particularly
and substantially present in the Eucharist. (St. Pope Paul
VI, Mysterium Fidei)

Third, the Ascension is not the end but the beginning. We
have no 'Mission Accomplished' celebration when the Son
of God took his well deserved vacation. His work was just
beginning as he continually intercedes us, pleads for us,
and shows His Father Hls still-open wounds.

Last, the good news of the Ascension is that heaven is now
open to us. It was closed after the Fall, yet when the Son of
Man returned to His father, He brought with Him His entire
humanity. It is likely he brought many souls he rescued
from the abode of the dead on Good Friday. St. Chrysos-
tum, a fourth century bishop once wrote: Through the mys-
tery of the Ascension we, who seemed unworthy of God's
earth are taken up into Heaven...Our very nature, against
which Cherubim guarded the gates of earthly paradise, is
enthroned today high above all Cherubim." (source: The
Meaning and Customs of Ascension Thursday, Michael P.
Foley, May 25, 2022, The New Liturgical Movement).

One final thought: The Feast of the Ascension reminds us
to get busy going about proclaiming the Good News of Sal-
vation. First, it is a call to prayer to test the spirits in order
to discover where God is leading us to use our gifts to
share the Good News. Then, to put the gifts into action so
that God can use us to make a difference for the better in a
world that needs His light of Goodness. It might mean
standing up for life in a culture of death, it might mean
bringing clarity to confusion, particularly on the whole gen-
der ideology, it might mean reaching out to the poor, mar-
ginalized, and neglected in a world that is indifferent, and
to be good stewards of our creation in a wasteful culture.
Happy Feast of the Ascension!

Fr. Chris

Ministry Schedule
*Please call someone to replace you if you aren't available to
serve*

4:30 p.m. Saturday, May 28th:
Lector: David DeGroote
Eucharistic Ministers: Tim & Kelly Gauger
Ushers: Carol Proctor & David DeGroote
Cleaning Vessels: Tim & Kelly Gauger

8:00 a.m. Sunday, May 29th:
Lector: Kathy Slinker
Eucharistic Ministers: Martin & Marcia Konrad
Ushers: Jack & Kathy Slinker
Cleaning Vessels: Martin & Marcia Konrad

10:15 a.m. Sunday, May 29th:
Lector: Alyssa Brown
Eucharistic Ministers: Alyssa Brown & Elizabeth Wil-

liams
Ushers: Tony & Anitta Spenner
Cleaning Vessels: Alyssa Brown & Elizabeth Williams

Please remember: at least 2 Eucharistic Ministers need to stay
after Mass to help clean the Sacred Vessels.
Linens: Judy Kirby

Prayer List
For all those in need.
Doug Andreasen, Ed Leinen, Jean Veasman,
Mike Metz, Patrick Shandley,
Dianne Funk & for the Souls in Purgatory

Please contact Jackie Ward at jjward71@gmail.com or
515-250-7385,

Kris Gross at 210-0169 or Debbie McDaniel at 240-2029
to put someone on the Prayer Chain. T hey will notify the rest
of the group to start inmediate prayers for
you or your loved one in need.

We would like to offer a prayer shawl to parishioners who areill
or in need of comfort.

T he shawls were prayed over when created. Please make your

request through one of the prayer chain leaders.
Please contact Leasa Garrett (961-3026) to add a name
to the list published in the bulletin.
Names will remain on the list for a month unless
you indicate otherwise.

Prayerfully consider continuing your weekly Tithes ,Building Fund
& monthly Capital Campaign Pledge as expenses will continue to
come in.

You may drop your envelope off in the Secured Box on the wall
under the Office sign, place it in the mail or there will be a basket
in the back of the Church for you to place your Offerings in as well.




Dates you need to know

Monday May 30-Memorial Day Masses are as
follows:

9:00 a.m. St Thomas Aquinas

10:30 a.m. Immaculate Conception, St. Mary's
Cemetery (weather permitting), If rain, will be in
church. The Church offices will be closed.

Wednesday, June 1 at 7 p.m. Altar Server
Training, St. Thomas Aquinas

Thursday, June 2 at 6 p.m. Pastoral Council
Meeting, Multi-Purpose Room

Friday, June 3 - First Friday Exposition and
Benediction, 8:30 a.m., Noon-Reposition.

Sunday, June 5 - | would like to formally invite
you to the celebration of the 25th Ordination
Anniversary at the NOON Mass with reception
following in the Hall from 1-4 p.m.

Our incoming Pastor

Fr. Adam Westphal has
requested a current photo of
every family in the parish so
he can begin to connect
names and faces. Please
send your families picture
(electronically, or bring a
hard copy to the office) and
we will see that he gets it.
Email Leasa
les3garr@yahoo.com

Gathering Table
It is time for The Gathering Table June 6th from
5:30-6:30. This will be a grab and go meal.

Please prayerfully consider helping in some way,
and check the Sign up Genius. Thank you.

Our deepest condolences go out to Penny Miller, for the
death of her mother, Darlene Staebler Johnson who's
funeral was celebrated last week. Please remember her,
as well as the family in your prayers.

Help needed to clean the small
votive candle stands. If you are
interested in helping please call the

Condolences go out to Virginia Basler, for the death of
her sister, Wilma Hill. Please remember her, as well as
the family in your prayers.

office.
Summer Hours have begun . @
The office will close on = __\XG
Fridays at 1:00pm SurMmmer

Also, condolences go out to Kathryn Pierson, for the
death of her brother, John Philip Giglio who passed away
this week. Please remember him, as well as the family in
your prayers.

Condolences go out to Genie Hansen, for the death of
her husband, Jim Hansen. Please remember him, as well
as the family in your prayers.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord

And let perpetual lights shine upon them. 1,\
May they rest in peace. [ 4

Support the Annual Diocesan Appeal!

Goal 566,596
Gifts Paid: $39.9935
Percentage of Goal: 60%

Pledging to the Diocese today helps St. Thomas by
supporting:

* Priest's Retirement

* Marriage & Family Life Programs

* Catholic Charities

« Catholic Schools

* Vocations

Creation Care Corner
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(515)961-5121

office@overtonfunerals.com

Funeral

Directors

Jeff Petersen - Alex Petersen - Elizabeth Waller
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Optometric
Associates

Dr. Craig Winjum
Dr. Michael O’Meara
Dr. Jonathan Anderson

225 W. Ashland Ave, Suite 1
Phone 515-961-5305

( Peoples Bank

mybankpsb.com

Member FDIC

St Thomas Pastoral Center
Available for your
wedding receptions,
family reunions,
fundraisers.

Call the Office
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Drees Family & Sport
Chiropractic and Acupuncture

LY
DREES

CHIROPRACTI

Dr. Cory R. Drees C.S.C.S.
Chiropractic Physician

2007 N 6th Street
Indianola, 1A 50125

Phone (515) 961-5202

Fax (515) 961-0998
Dr. Jenni Stumpf

Dr. Kacey K v_ﬁ:&
T. acey Korver ; Tve

Dr. Aislinn Ophoff L
Dr. Brian Brennan
Dr. Tanner Sandy

[ Indianola Veterinary Clinic
'S¢ 972 Hwy 65-69, Indianola, IA
Ph# 961-6201
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Patin, Strong & Krapfl, PLLC
Joseph Strong
Terry Krapfl

: Work wall, Play well, Lae Ml
Matt DeWall, M.PT, CS.CS.

1507 N. 1st Street
(515) 961-7435

Cou nTRY

INN & SUITES

BY RADISSON

515-808-4054

SPACE
IS
AVAILABLE
IF INTERESTED
CONTACT
THE OFFICE AT
961-3026

Skeffington's ﬁ s
2453 S.W. 9th St.
Des Moines, la. 50315
Ph:2830453;1-800-532-1157
www.skeffingtons.com
Tuxesi@skeffingtons.com
The Best in Formal Wear
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PHARMACY.

Tel: 515-961-5303
208 E Euclid Ave
Indianola, IA 50125

ThuieYalue.

MCCOY

TRUE VALUE HARDWARE
216 N. HOWARD
INDIANOLA, 1A 50125
515-961-4755

\/é,.“ .
« Indianola
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
Dr. Sandra Fox 515-808-7000

Dental care for infants, children and teens
in a warm, family-friendly environment

Portable Welding
Trailer Hitches
Z Pierce
o Bros.
Z Repair
110 E Bouvton

Inganols. 1A 50125
(515) 961-4524
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KURT £ WELLS
Owner

™

Peterson Funeral Services
Founded 1946

602 E Salem Ave
Indianola, IA
515-961-3091

106 E Salem Ave.

(515-961-2574)
H FLOORS, INC.

Conor Williams

Project Estimator

COMMERCIAL SALES AND
INSTALLATION

2216 George Flagg Pkwy
Des Moines 1A 50321

0. 515.283.0665 ext.11
F.515.283.0641

ellendrumheller@idealfloorsinc.net

Wiegert Disposal
Inc.
Trash Service for
Residential-Commercial-
Industrial



http://www.mccoytruevalue.com/Home.aspx
http://www.mccoytruevalue.com/Home.aspx

